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Christmas Message 

“It is not who you are underneath, it’s what you do that defines you.” (Batman Begins) 
 
It is that time of the year, - Year after year.  Nothing changes just events; however, 
wonderful or tragic. We just finished getting loaded up with turkey, ham and good 
cheer!!  For most of us and the country, it was a blessed Thanksgiving holiday.  
Enough holiday food to help us weather thru to whatever is before us till Christmas Day 
and after New Year’s Day. A time to be with family and friends; giving thoughtful 
consideration to others; shopping and eating more than usual; and giving our time to 
others.  As we reflect on the past, we see that we have come far and now ready to 
embrace change for the coming New Year.  
 
It was a great year. We all contributed and worked hard at the Annual Bowling Classic, 
Garfield Street Festival, C-5 Zone Meeting, Apple Project, Food Drive, Open House, 
Sight and Hearing, Adopt-a-Family, Annual Veterans Sock Program and the 3rd Grade 
Dictionary Program.  It takes staff and hundreds of volunteer hours and you and the 
volunteers that helped out, have my heartfelt gratitude. This is a true example of us 
working together and shows what we can achieve in the local community. Each of our 
Lions club members are thanked for their contributions in our Programs. What we do 
and what example we set for current Lions and other Lion clubs is depending on our 
ethics.  And it is great!!  
 
There have been challenges.  Hopefully, each of us is aware of what they were and 
that we continue to improve on those.  We had a well executed C-5 Zone Meeting.  
Great interaction with 20 of our lion members being present followed by our Open 
House.  What an eventful, wonderfully orchestrated program. (continue on page 2)  
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                                                                                                                           (continued from page 1) 
 
Fourteen guests were invited with 2 signing up as members that night. We have 
several more waiting to join.  Our numbers are growing.  I remember not too long ago 
we had approximately 23 members and now we have 38. This year alone we have 4 
new members and like I said, “More of the same in the very near future”.  Current and 
future Lion club members will be involved in one of our biggest fundraiser, the Annual 
Bowling Classic, March 18, 2018, Pacific Lanes.  This one will be the one NOT to 
miss.  Trust me.  
 
 
Over 6 years with Spanapark Lions Club and in my past and current roll as 
Membership Director and as President, they gave me an opportunity to be a better 
person. Yes at 73, I am still putting the "bad boy" behind me.  Every day is a learning 
opportunity for each of us. Learning the communities we serve and getting to know our 
members who provide the service is most gratifying.   
 
 
My thanks go out to all of our members who have committed themselves in their own 
way.  You have no doubt touched many lives through your caring and generous spirits. 
We have much to be grateful about and I want to leave you with these words of wisdom 
from our Past President John F. Kennedy:  
  
 
"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation 
is not to utter words but to live by them." 
 
              
Your courage in the present, to keep going, brings hope for the future. May this 
Christmas Season lead you on a path full of endless blessings!   Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays to our members, volunteers and their families.  Also, special Greetings 
to the other Lions Clubs and those at the District level. God Bless You All. 
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Finale Points on Responsibility & Accountability working together - REALLY!!! 
 

How to Be More Accountable: Personal accountability isn’t a trait that people are 
born with; it’s a way of living that you can learn. Use the strategies below to become 
more accountable. 
Know Your Role: It’s hard to be personally accountable if you're not clear what you’re 
responsible for. If this is the case for you, ask your boss to provide a job description 
that sets out your tasks clearly. If responsibilities are unclear within the team, ask your 
manager to outline who is responsible for different team tasks, and to share this 
information with everyone involved. 
Be Honest: Success in life only comes when you’re completely honest with yourself, 
and with others. This means setting aside your pride, and admitting when you’ve made 
a mistake. So, tune into your "gut feelings" when things are difficult, and learn to ask for 
help if you’re struggling, so that you don’t let others down. 
Tip: Honesty is always the best policy, but don’t use it to blame others, or to make 
excuses. Instead, focus on your own role in a situation, and think about how you can 
resolve the problem. 
Say Sorry: Accountability doesn’t stop with honesty. If something has gone wrong and 
you were responsible, then you need to apologize. Focus on making amends when you 
apologize – show what you’ll do to make the situation right. This allows everyone 
involved to move on, and helps them focus on the end goal, rather than the problem. 
 
Note: Be aware of the legal implications of saying sorry: in some countries and states, 
this can be taken as an admission of liability. Take advice from your boss or a legal 
professional if you need to apologize on behalf of your organization. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    (continue on page 4) 
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                                                                                                                            (continued from page 3) 
 Use Time Wisely: Procrastination is a common way to avoid responsibility, as it 
delays dealing with a problem, meaning that someone else may solve it instead. Your 
colleagues may feel that they can’t rely on you, and this will affect your professional 
reputation. You can overcome procrastination by identifying why you do it. Is the task 
dull? Do you lack information or resources? Or is there some other cause? Once you 
understand why you put things off, you can take steps to fix the problem. Next, practice 
good time management, so that you make time for what’s important. Use tools such as 
Eisenhower's Urgent/Important Principle or Action Programs to manage your time more 
efficiently. 
Don't Over commit: When you take on too much, something will eventually fall 
through the cracks. That means that you've let someone down. So, before you agree to 
a new task, think carefully about your schedule and whether you'll be able to fulfill the 
task to the best of your ability. If you're not sure that you can complete it, say "yes" to 
the person and "no" to the task so that you maintain a strong relationship and a good 
reputation. 
Make Changes: Accountability can open up powerful learning opportunities. When 
something hasn’t gone to plan, ask for feedback, and look for ways to do things 
differently in the future. Reflect on your actions, too: spend some time at the end of 
each day running through these simple questions: (1) What could I have done 
differently today? (2) How can I build this change into my job from now on? 
In time, you’ll build new skills and better ways to deal with difficult situations. 
Tip: In some failing organizations, managers who avoid being accountable can get 
ahead, while those who take responsibility may be rejected if some small thing goes 
wrong. If your organization has this type of culture, then it may be time to behave 
accountably, and find a new role in a better organization. 
 
Key Points: (1) When you’re personally accountable, you take ownership of what 
happens as a result of your choices and actions. You don’t blame others or make 
excuses, and you do what you can to make amends when things go wrong. 
 
(2) To become more accountable, make sure that you're clear about your roles and 
responsibilities. Be honest with yourself and others, so you can admit when you’re 
wrong, apologize, and move on. Make the most of your time, and manage it carefully 
so that you don't take-on too much. 
 
(3) Last, think carefully about situations where you didn’t take responsibility.  These 
mistakes/failures can be valuable teaching tools. Be courageous & learn from them.  
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                                                                         Brookdale Elementary 

Spanapark Lions have completed their dictionary donations to third graders for this 
year, giving dictionaries to 550 students at 6 elementary schools in the Franklin Pierce 
and Bethel School Districts. Students at Brookdale, Thompson, Evergreen, Rocky 
Ridge, Harvard and Christensen will benefit from getting to keep and use this important 
reference tool. Those of us who delivered the dictionaries got to see the students 
sounding out the longest word in the English language; trying out sign language from 
the chart included; looking at information on United States presidents and excitedly 
showing their friends other features interesting to them. Dictionary delivery was a 
united effort with an average of 4-5 Lions delivering to each school. Kudos to  
President Wally, for doing the ordering and chairing the project! We are making a 
difference in children’s lives and education. By: Lion Linda Youngquist  

 

                                Dictionary deliveries at Evergreen and Thompson Elementary Schools                                                                               Li           
Lions: Wally Chyr, Chuck and Linda Youngquist, John Thurber, Jim Wagner 

                                                                                                                                              
Harvard Elementary School  (Lions: Keith Foley, Darrell Street, Mark Willis) 
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LION ARLEEN ZACK 
 

Retired from Retails and Sales: Puyallup K-Mart Manager. 
Hobbies: Camping, Fishing, Family and Truck Driving. 

I also, babysit my son’s parrot. 
Born and Lived in Tacoma All my Life. 

Graduated from Wilson High School. 
Widower: One daughter, a son and step-children (2 boys who have 2 boys). 

Blessed with a Strong Support System: All My Children! 
“I decided that I didn’t want to work anymore, so I had to volunteer.” 

My brother and sister who live in the area said, “The Lions are a good organization.” 
So here I am 

 
                                                                                              (By: Lion Debora Burks) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

                                                                                      
A wonderful family Thanksgiving!_____________ 
Lions Chris and Ann Fowler still smiling after 2 days ] 
of cooking and feeding the Becker/ Fowler clan!        ] 
Lion Ann is an awesome cook and hostess!               ] 

 

Sock Hop: Lemay's Marymount Museum on Nov 4.                                                                                     
Lions Don and Rose Becker dressed up life the 
fifties!  Dancing the night away to the sound waves 
of “Wally & the Beavs.” Great community event!                                                                
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The Adopt-A-Family has been busy. We have two families again this year, one from 
Franklin Pierce School District and the other one from Bethel School District.  
 
Our first grader from Franklin Pierce had a birthday a few weeks ago. He was elated to 
receive a cake, a new water resistant coat, boots and several Lego sets.       

                  
 
He loves to read and Lion Keith Foley, a fellow committee member graciously donated 
some books from his grandson’s collection. Thanks Keith! 
 
Thanksgiving food baskets were delivered to both families. A special thanks to 
Volunteer Bill Andrews who allowed us to place a collection box in the lobby of his 
Timberland Bank branch at Bethel station. Quit abit of food was collected and sorted at 
our last meeting. 
         

                               
 

Kudos to Volunteer Diane Andrews (picture above with Lion Jim Wagner) who assisted 
with sorting food and helping Lion Linda Youngquist shop for the rest of the items 
needed to complete the baskets. 
 
Lions Chuck and Linda Youngquist delivered the baskets to our families. Thanks team 
and everyone involved in helping our adoptive families enjoy a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Lion Jim Wagner, Adopt-a-Family Chair                    
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              Questions: Contact Lion Don Becker, (253) 473-1855 

 

                                     

                                                                                     

 

 

*Spanapark Lions Club proudly presents the 20th Benefit Bowling Classic* 
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               Sunday, March 18, 2018 at  

              **Pacific Lanes** 

                                         7012 D St 

                                        Tacoma, Washington 

                               Featuring the Daffodil Royal Court 

Check in Starts at 11:00     Bowling Starts at 12:00 Noon  

                                                        No new entries after 11:30 AM  

$25.00/Person (prepaid) this includes shoes                     $15.00/kids 12 and under   

                                                              $30.00/Person (at the door) 

Nine pin no tap                          Silent Auction                                                               Dessert Auction 
 

                              Many door prizes, donated by local merchants, will also be raffled off. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                            Fill out registration below and send with check made payable to: 

                                                                                     Spanapark Lions Club 

                                                                                             P.O. Box 401 

                                                                               Spanaway, Washington 98387 

                                                  For Additional information, call Lion Don Becker 253-473-1855 

     NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home phone: ___________________________Day phone: ___________________________ 

Kids under 12 ___ Yes    how many_______ 

*Proceeds will go to the many community and world projects sponsored by Spanapark Lions Club. 

Flowers for the Daffodil 

Court were provided 

by:  

The Lady Bug Florist 

(253) 359-5268 

theladybugflorist.biz 

 

Look at “SPANAPARK FACEBOOK page”                                                 

to see updated auction items. There will be a live auction. 

We will have a credit card machine for charged items. 
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◄ Nov 2017 December  2017 Jan 2018 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1  

 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:00 pm 

*Round Table 
Int’l Leo Day 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Spanapark 

Lions 
 Christmas 

6:30 pm 
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30 

 
Volunteer 

Bill Andrews 
 

31  
 

(1) If you would like to participate in a gift exchange on Dec 19, bring a gag gift or item 
costing $10 or less. Gift exchange is voluntary. Hope you join us for a time of 
celebration and fun. 

(2) Leo Club Obj. – To provide youths of the world opportunities for development and 
contribution (individually & collectively) as responsible members of the community. 

  

*Note: Dec 5 meeting is at Round Table Pizza, 2629 N Pearl St, Tacoma, WA 98407. This will coincide with and 

support the Tacoma Centennial Lions Club, Fundraiser which is 5 -8 pm. We have reservations from 6 - 7:30pm.  

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/November-2017
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2018
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◄ Dezember January  2018 Februar ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 

2  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:00 pm 

3  
 

4  

 
Lion John 
Thurber 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
(Melvin  
Jones’ 

birthday) 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:00 pm 

17  
 

18  
 

19  

 
Lion Shilo 

Hansen 

20  

 
Lion Chris 

Fowler 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  

 
Lion Tim 
Sidorski 

(1) Best Wishes to PDG Lion Lanny 
Collins who has moved to AZ. 
 

(2) Jan 8-14: Worldwide week of 
service to fight hunger. 

 
Our recently new club members Lions Frank and Oralia Porter are back in San Antonio, Texas.  
Their daughter with 3 children has developed stage-4 cancer.  They will be returning home, 
hopefully in June of next year. Let’s hold Lions Frank and Oralia and the entire family in prayer. 

 

                                      

http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2017
http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2018


   

12 
 

        Spanapark Lions Club 2017 – 2018 Board of Directors:  

President    Lion Wally Chyr 
Vice President    Lion John Thurber 
Secretary   Lion Linda Youngquist 

Treasurer   Lion Keith Foley 
Membership   Lion Wally Chyr 

 Lion Tamer        Lion John Thurber 
Tail Twister Lion Don Becker  (Co-Chair) Lion Rose Becker 

1-year Director   Lion Debora Burks 
2-year Director Lion Jim Wagner 

2-year Director   Lion Sahara Chea 
 

 
Editorial Policy: Members of Spanapark Lions Club are encouraged to submit articles, poems, jokes 
and pictures which they believe will be beneficial to our community. While the effort is made to not 
publish anything which might be offensive to anyone, we seek to make access available to everyone. 
Spanapark Sentinel is published by and for the members of Spanapark Lions Club. The Spanapark 
Sentinel editor is Lion Debora (Deb) Burks. Email: deboraburks@hotmail.com  

 
Submission deadline is the 20th of the month. Early submission is appreciated. 

SPANAPARK LIONS CLUB MEETING 
LOCATION 

 

American Legion Hall Post #2 
11204 Park Ave South, 

Tacoma, WA 98444 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 

month, 6:30 PM   
COME JOIN US!  

mailto:deboraburks@hotmail.com

